ENGLISH II - STANDARD

COURSE SYLLABUS and GUIDELINES

Mrs. Thomas

ENGLISH II (STANDARD) is for students who function on grade level in writing skills, basic grammar usage, and reading. Although world literature is taught, students are guided to an appreciation of American authors as well as English authors. In addition, students are given a concentrated course in composition, usage, spelling, and mechanics. Summer reading, outside reading, and a research paper are required in this course.

First Nine Weeks

(This is only a tentative outline and is subject to change.)

8/8-8/12/11

Introduction to Class; Class Rules and Procedures; Supply List




Summer Reading Requirements

Pre-Assessments




Journal Writing




Sentence Structure Review




I Am Poem

8/15-8/19/11

Textbook Distribution



Story Mapping & Quiz

Pre-Assessments



Autobiographical Narrative




Journal Writing




Sentence Structure Review & Quiz




Reading Selection & Literacy Strategies

Vocabulary Building

8/22-8/26/11

Summer Reading Novel Test


Autobiographical Narrative Writing




Basic Punctuation Review & Quiz

Literary Terms Focus




Informational Text



Vocabulary Building




Journal Writing

8/29-9/2/11

Reading Selection & Quiz


Biographical Narrative

Literary Terms Focus: Plot & Structure

Main Characters




Vocabulary Building



Misplaced Modifiers




Grammar Review



Journal Writing

9/5-9/9/11

Labor Day Holiday



Class Rules & Procedures Test




Informational Text



Synonyms and Antonyms




Literary Terms Focus



Vocabulary Building




Point of View




Journal Writing




Compare-Contrast Essay Writing

Poetry Selection

9/12-9/16/11

Reading Selection Review


Literary Terms Focus




Grammar Review & Test


Journal Writing




Compare-Contrast Typed Essay Due

Peer Editing

9/19-9/23/11

Reading Selection & Quiz


Informational Text




Poetry Selection



Vocabulary Building




Persuasive Essay Writing Technique

Journal Writing


9/26-9/30/11

Persuasive Essay Rough Draft Writing

Peer Editing

Persuasive Writing Typed Essay Due



10/3-10/7/11

First Quarter Review & Exam

English II Supply List

1” three-ring binder with pockets



10x15 in. manila envelope

1-Subject Spiral Notebook




1 pack of 3x5 lined index cards

Blue or black ink pens





Loose-leaf notebook paper

Pencils







10 dividers

English Binder Format

Dividers

Label dividers and place them in your English binder in the following order:  Class Procedures, Bellwork, Lecture Notes, Class Assignments, Homework, Journal Writing, Essays, Exams, Book Reports, and Vocabulary.

English Binder Organization

Class Procedures

Your signed copy of the Classroom Procedures, Course Syllabus, and this Supply List and Format sheet should be placed under this section.

Bellwork

These assignments will be checked.  You are expected to have all bellwork in your English binder.  Bellwork will count as a weekly assignment grade and as part of your notebook grade for the reporting period.

Lecture Notes

You are expected to take notes during class lectures.  As a rule of thumb, if Mrs. Thomas takes time to write it, you should also.  Lecture notes count as part of your binder grade.

Class Assignments

Any assignments given in class, the library, or computer lab should be included in your English binder under “Class Assignments.”  This includes worksheets and handouts.

Homework

Homework counts 10% of your quarterly average.  Homework will be checked whenever it is assigned.  Everyone is expected to complete homework assignments on time, and homework is due the next day at the beginning of class unless you have an excused absence at which time it is due according to student handbook guidelines.   Homework counts for 10 points per assignment and will be graded as follows:

( √ )  =  homework is complete (no points deducted)

                                         (inc-) = homework is incomplete (minus 5 points; at least half is complete)

                                         ( 0 )   = no homework

All homework assignments should be included in your English binder.

Journal Writing

You will have one journal writing assignment each week that is due by the end of the week.  Journals will be averaged like regular test grades.  Journals help to assess your writing abilities.  Each journal should be at least one paragraph with at least five complete sentences.  Journals should be written in your spiral notebook that will be kept in the classroom.  After you receive your written journal back with my notes, make any necessary corrections.  Put the journal with corrections in your English binder under this section.  I will check for this in your binder.  It will count as part of the reporting period average.

Essays

You will be given various essay topics throughout the semester.  Final essays must be typed and will be included in your English binder.  If you do not have computer access at home, the school library is available at 7:00am each morning or after school until 3:00pm.  Otherwise, plan accordingly to complete your assignment in a timely manner.  Do not wait until the last minute!

Exams

Any exams that you are given throughout the semester and returned to your should become part of your English binder.

Book Reports

You will be assigned several book reports throughout the semester.  Place your typed, graded copies under “Book Reports.”

Vocabulary

You will learn several new vocabulary words in order to broaden your collection of words.  There will be several types of assignments that will help increase your retention and usage of the new words.

English Binder Grading

*** You will receive 100% for your English binder completeness towards your nine weeks grade.  A percentage will be deducted for incompleteness.  Binder checks will be conducted at the end of each nine weeks period.  Binder check counts 10% of the reporting average.

Course Grading System

Quarter Grading Categories

100 – 93
=
A



Tests/Quizzes/Projects/
=
40%

92 – 85
=
B



Classwork


=
25%

84 – 75
=
C



Oral Language

=
10%

74 – 70
=
D



Homework


=
10%

Below 70
=
F



English Binder

=
10%








Class Participation

=
5%

Class Rules

1. Be in your seat when the tardy bell rings.

2. Be prepared for class.
3. Raise your hand to be recognized.
4. No eating, drinking, or chewing gum in class.
5. Always be respectful to the teacher and your classmates.
6. No grooming in class.
Consequences





Rewards

Warning






Bonus Points

Student/Teacher Conference



Homework Pass

Parent Conference




Treats

Guidance Counselor Referral



Library Pass

Administrative Referral




Parent Call/Email Compliment

CLASSROOM PROCEDURES

1) Come into class quietly, sit down, and prepare for English.   Complete the bellwork shown on the board or the overhead (2 minute limit).  Bellwork will not be accepted for unexcused tardies.

2) Be in your assigned seat when the tardy bell rings.  If you are late, go directly to the Attendance Office.  Do not knock on the classroom door without a PLASCO card or an excused note!  Students with excessive tardiness will receive a U or N for the reporting period’s conduct and parent notification.

3) Speak proper English only during English class.  Failure to use proper English during class will result in point deductions for the reporting period.

4) Class time is very valuable.  Take care of personal matters before and after class.  You will not be allowed to leave the classroom until dismissal.

5) Be responsible and organized.  Those are the qualities to develop to make your life easier and calmer.  Therefore, you should always come to class prepared with your English binder, writing utensils, required textbook(s), and completed assignments.

6) Put your name in the upper right hand corner on all papers unless specific instructions are given otherwise.  The HEADING includes: Name, date, period#, and assignment title.  I will deduct 10 points or 10% for papers with no name or with incorrect heading.

7) Be respectful of all in Mrs. Thomas’s classroom.  Do not touch the board, podium, or other students’ items without asking permission first.  Do not disturb anything in and around Mrs. Thomas’s desk.  You will receive the same respect of you and your items.

8) You should stop, look, and listen whenever Mrs. Thomas either turns off a light or counts (1, 2, 3).  During group assignments, keep the noise to a minimum level.  NO TALKING during announcements.

9) In case of an emergency or practice drill, you are to exit the side of the building using the stairwell to the right of my classroom door.  Move to the grass beyond the Berryhill parking lot.  Stand in a single file line and wait for me.  Intentional failure to answer roll call once outside the school building will warrant a disciplinary referral for class cutting.  If you are in the hallway and cannot find your class, you should use the closest exit and find a teacher to report that you have been separated from your class.

10) DO NOT WRITE IN RED INK.  Assignments written in red ink are unacceptable and will be returned with a zero.

11) The bell does not dismiss you; I do.

12) You should do well in my English class if you follow the classroom rules and procedures, ask questions when you do not understand, do your homework, and put forth your best effort.  Attendance is very important.  Please refer to the MCS Student Handbook for further information.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read and understand Mrs. Thomas’s English II classroom syllabus and guidelines, and I will support Mrs. Thomas in her effort to have a productive learning environment.

______________________________________________

Print Student’s Name

______________________________________________


______________________

Student’s Signature







Date

______________________________________________


______________________

Parent’s Signature







Date

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Student Data Form
Student’s Name _____________________________________________________________________

Period ______________
Student’s Email _____________________________________________

Mother/Guardian ____________________________________________________________________

Mother’s Email _____________________________________________________________________

Mother’s Work Phone # _____________________________  Cell Phone # ______________________

Father/Guardian ____________________________________________________________________

Father’s Email _____________________________________________________________________

Father’s Work Phone # _____________________________  Cell Phone # ______________________

